
ISSN  2044-1177  | ISSUE 28 | MARCH 2019   Nature Matters



o2 o3

cover photograph:
© ALAN BALDRY for HEDGEHOG STREET

   REGULARS
   o2      Contents
   o3      Foreword
   

   FEATURES
   o4    Cover Feature: 
   Helping Hedgehogs in our Towns & Cities  
   Free Guide from Hedgehog Street
  o6     Energy News
   o8    Species in Crisis - Blue Throated Hillstar
   10   News In Brief 
    12  All female eXXpedition Round the World
 14  Acknowledgements

GETTING IN TOUCH
naturematters.org.uk@gmail.com
www.naturematters.org.uk

Nature Matters is a periodic e-magazine that informs its readership 
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The daffodils are out and spring is just around the corner and, finally, I can say welcome 
to the latest issue of Nature Matters.

It has been a little while since I have published the magazine but I have been busy 
making major changes to the Nature Matters website. This will mean that, in future, you 
can find breaking news items between issues on the News & Media pages online.

I'm really pleased that this edition of Nature Matters has such a great range of news 
items, press releases and features on wildlife and environmental issues. 

Thanks to the many organisations and individuals who have kindly contributed excellent 
pieces to this issue.

I hope you enjoy reading the details on the pages of this issue.

EDITOR

Editorial

Mike
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Hedgehogs are declining. The State of Britain’s Hedgehogs 2018 report revealed that the population of the nation’s favourite 
mammal has fallen by half in the British countryside since 2000. Now, the two wildlife charities behind this report, the British 
Hedgehog Preservation Society (BHPS) and People’s Trust for Endangered Species (PTES), who together run Hedgehog Street, 
have published a free guide aimed at land managers to help halt the decline in urban environments.
 
The guide, titled ‘Hedgehog Ecology and Land Management’, is aimed at those involved in the management of both public 
spaces and private amenity land. So for anyone working in green spaces within a town or city, including parks, schools, 
churchyards and recreational spaces, this illustrated booklet will provide some useful pointers about how you can help. Offering 
clear and detailed advice, it shows the different ways land can easily be managed to become more hedgehog-friendly.
 
This guide, which was created with the help of the Suffolk Wildlife Trust, can be downloaded for FREE from: 
www.hedgehogstreet.org/hempguide. 

The guide includes advice about a hedgehog’s year and their life cycle, to help increase understanding of hedgehog hibernation. 
It also identifies the threats they face through: habitat fragmentation; the impact of roads, pesticides and machinery; predators 
and disease.
 
Emily Wilson, Hedgehog Officer at Hedgehog Street says: “Even though hedgehogs are listed as a UK ‘Priority Species’ under 
the NERC Act 2006, there’s no current legislation addressing the causes of their decline. In order to help support wild hedgehog 
populations in both urban and rural areas, and ultimately halt the ongoing decline, we need to change the way we manage our 
land.”
 
“Small management changes can dramatically improve areas of land for hedgehogs and other species, potentially reversing the 
dramatic decline we’re seeing and also enriching biodiversity more broadly. The decline of hedgehogs in our towns and cities 
appears to be slowing, but we have still lost around a third since the millennium. We want to work with managers of all types 
of urban green spaces and encourage them to make those few changes to land management practices that will help to bring 
hedgehogs back to the urban landscape - making hedgehogs a common sight once again.”
 
Hedgehog Street was set up in 2011 by BHPS and PTES and encourages people to make small hedgehog-friendly changes in 
their own gardens, which will make a big difference. To date, over 60,000 volunteer “Hedgehog Champions” up and down the 
country have registered to help. In addition, Hedgehog Street is working with academics, farmers and the UK government to 
understand the reasons for the decline and to make changes on a wider, national scale. 
 
To help hedgehogs, register as a Hedgehog Champion and find out more information about hedgehogs at: 
www.hedgehogstreet.org

Helping hedgehogs in our 
towns & cities - a free guide 
from Hedgehog Street
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The UK government has taken an important step in the 
direction of ending subsidies for dirty electricity from 
biomass. The government’s plan, published on 31 August 
2018 set a new greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions threshold 
for biomass-burning power stations that are supported 
through the Contracts for Difference subsidy scheme.

This change is significant: It effectively rules out the use of 
imported wood pellets for electricity production for any new 
UK-based plants supported by government subsidies. It 
also sends a powerful signal to other EU members states, 
as well as emerging markets for biomass-fueled electricity, 
that burning pellets as an alternative to fossil fuels is not a 
climate solution.  

Inexplicably though, Drax, the world’s biggest pellet-burning 
power station, is exempt from these changes for its existing 
wood-fired power plants. The UK taxpayer will continue to 
pay Drax £2 million in government subsidies every day for 
burning imported pellets, despite Drax exceeding the new 
GHG thresholds by miles.

According to Drax’s own reported figures, the emissions 
from pelleting and shipping the biomass it sources from 
forests in the U.S. Southeast across the Atlantic ocean 
exceed the new limit. This is before accounting for all the 
carbon pollution that Drax Power Station belches out of 
its smokestacks when the pellets are burned to generate 
electricity, which the government unfortunately continues to 
ignore.

None of the pellets currently burned in the UK qualify under 
the government’s new GHG standard, yet all will continue 
to receive subsidies due to a policy loophole known as 
“grandfathering”. Unfortunately, that means that Drax’s 
existing aid was “grandfathered in” by the government. This 
is despite the government’s own admission that “continuing 
to apply the existing GHG threshold would lead to GHG 
emissions [for biomass electricity] significantly above the 
projected UK grid average.”

This begs the question what purpose a policy change has 
that fails to apply to almost all the biomass-fueled electricity 
that will be produced in the UK between now and 2030 (as 
little new-built capacity is foreseen).

This is especially problematic since analysis shows 
that the UK does not need bioenergy to keep a reliable 
electricity system. A 2018 study evaluated the UK grid 
and its reliability needs, and concluded that in 2030, under 
increasingly strict carbon intensity targets for electricity 
generation, and as soon as 2021, the UK could retire all 
its biomass and operate a highly reliable, low-carbon, 
and cost-effective electricity system with an energy mix 
increasingly dominated by solar and wind. Just because a 
bioenergy power plant can be ramped up and down does 
not make it better for the UK system.

The second big question we need to ask is about the 
dubious timing of this decision: The GHG tightening was 
already proposed in a 2017 consultation document on 
changes to government subsidies for biomass energy. The 
government announced decisions regarding other changes 
proposed in the consultation in June 2018, but the response 
to these proposed GHG changes was held back until late 
August, just days after Drax completed the conversion of its 
forth boiler to burning wood pellets.

UK ratepayers shouldn’t have to keep paying for the 
government’s mistake when low-cost, low-risk energy 
alternatives are available. While Theresa May’s government 
has finally recognized that keeping the light on by burning 
imported wood pellets is bad for the climate, it needs to 
make more than noble gestures and apply stricter GHG 
criteria to subsidies being paid out to all existing biomass-
burning power stations, including Drax.

Article by Sasha Stashwick and co-authored by Kenneth 
Richter. Republished with kind permission of the Natural 
Resources Defense Council.

https://www.nrdc.org/experts/sasha-stashwick/uk-
takes-step-against-wood-fired-electricity

UK takes step against 
wood-fired electricity

ENERGY

 @RenewableUK

Wind Power 
sets new 
record
On Friday 8 February 2019, 
wind generated 15.3GW of 
green energy to the grid, 
breaking the previous 
record of 15.1GW and 
powering 36% of the UK’s 
electricity. 

#StormEric #WindEnergy
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A newly discovered species, the Blue-throated Hillstar, is in 
critical danger of extinction. This hummingbird can only be found 
on a remote series of mountaintops in southern Ecuador and 
mining corporations have gained the rights to mine its habitat to 
extract metals.
 
International wildlife conservation charity World Land Trust (WLT) 
has launched an urgent appeal to raise £30,000 and save the 
hillstar’s habitat from being destroyed by mining. The metal-rich 
landscapes of Ecuador have seen an increase in industrial mining 
over the past thirty years. Swathes of Ecuador’s tropical forests 
have been cleared so that metals such as copper, gold and lead 
can extracted from large open pits, a disaster for local wildlife.
 
Urgent action needed to save critically endangered species
WLT has launched the Save the Blue-throated Hillstar appeal to 
enable its partner Naturaleza y Cultura Ecuador (NCE) to extend a 
Water Protection Area to include the hillstar’s 70,000 acre range. By 
incorporating the hillstar’s habitat in the Water Protection Area it 
will have government-level protection and will eliminate the threat 
of mining. 
 
“This is a unique opportunity to save a critically endangered 
species from extinction,” says Richard Cuthbert, Director of 
Conservation at WLT. “If we do not act now, mining corporations 
can move in on the habitat and create a mine which would most 
likely wipe out the hillstar population.
 
“This situation is the perfect example of why habitat conservation 
is so important. Habitat loss is one of the greatest causes of 
species extinction worldwide, and for every habitat we lose, we 
eliminate a stronghold for numerous plant and animal species. 
For species such as the Blue-throated Hillstar, with such a small 
range, this can mean extinction. The fact that we are continuing to 
discover new species in habitats facing threats like mining shows 

Blue-throated 
Hillstar in 
critical danger 
of extinction

SPECIES IN CRISIS
that we may not even be aware of the ecological damage these 
activities are causing.”

Support from local communities
The land is owned by local communities, who want to ensure it 
is protected because they rely on the clean freshwater collected 
in the mountain ecosystem. With the funds from this appeal, NCE 
will extend the proposed Water Protection Area so the total area 
protected will be almost 200,000 acres (79,000 hectares) and also 
provide water for at least 470,000 Ecuadorian people.

“Mining is happening in lots of areas in Ecuador,” says Bruno 
Paladines Puertas, Head of Community Development at NCE. “We 
are lucky that this area is in an early stage of the process before 
any construction has begun, so there is still time to act. The 
support of the communities and the Water National Secretariat 
(SENAGUA) mean that, if we act quickly, we can place this habitat 
under the highest level of government protection in Ecuador and 
the mining concessions will be lifted.”
 
As well as the Blue-throated Hillstar, a new species of frog, the Tik 
Tik Rain Frog, was also discovered in August, found very close to 
the eastern border of the proposed protected area. This unique 
páramo habitat is also home to Spectacled Bear, Mountain Tapir 
and the magnificent Andean Condor. These mountains are still 
relatively unexplored by naturalists, and by protecting them, many 
more species new to science may be discovered.
 
By donating to help save the Blue-throated Hillstar’s habitat 
today, you will be securing a future for this species and perhaps 
some that have not yet been discovered. You can find more 
information and donate online to save the Blue-throated Hillstar at 
worldlandtrust.org/hillstar or call the WLT office at 01986 874422.

World Land Trust
World Land Trust is an international conservation charity, which 
protects the world’s most biologically important and threatened 
habitats, with more than 600,000 acres saved to date.
 
Since its foundation in 1989, WLT has funded partner organisations 
around the world to create wildlife reserves and give permanent 
protection to habitats and wildlife.
 
Patrons of World Land Trust are Sir David Attenborough, Steve 
Backshall, David Gower OBE and Chris Packham.

Nina Seale 
Editor/ Writer
World Land Trust

https://www.worldlandtrust.org
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Grant set to 
boost Welsh 
woodland 
birds
A new charity has been 
awarded a grant to help 
install 100 nestboxes 
in the Amman Valley, 
Carmarthenshire.

The Initiative for Nature 
Conservation Cymru (INCC) 
Community Connections 
Project has been awarded 
match funding of £3,231 from 
the Brecon Beacons National 
Park Authority (BBNPA), 
with £2,785 of it available 
this year to help volunteers 
make the boxes. They will 
then be strategically placed 
in Cwmamman Woodlands 
and are expected to be used 
by species such as Common 
Redstart and Pied Flycatcher.

Source: Birdguides 

Double Dose 
of Big Wins
Survey results are in for two of the 
rarest species on the planet and 
we’re thrilled to bits.

The Cao Vit Gibbon - believed to 
be extinct until its rediscovery in 
2002 - has rebounded in numbers 
to 135 individuals. That recovery 
is so dramatic that we’re having 
to look into extending their forest 
haven to accommodate more 
gibbons.

And at the same time the world’s 
second-largest Delacour’s langur 
population - thought to be 40 
monkeys in 2016 - is now estimated 
to be closer to 100.

It would be brilliant if this could 
happen for Tonkin Snub-nosed 
Monkeys too - a monkey found 
only in Vietnam.

To donate, please click on link:
https://www.fauna-flora.org/
support

Source: 
Fauna & Flora International

First 
signs of 
significant 
melting of 
glaciers 
in East 
Antarctica
NASA says it has detected the first 
signs of significant melting in a swathe 
of glaciers in East Antarctica. The 
region has long been considered stable 
and unaffected by some of the more 
dramatic changes occurring elsewhere 
on the continent. 

But satellites have now shown that ice 
streams running into the ocean along 
one-eighth of the eastern coastline 
have thinned and sped up. If this trend 
continues, it has consequences for 
future sea levels.

There is enough ice in the drainage 
basins in this sector of Antarctica to 
raise the height of the global oceans by 
28m - if it were all to melt out.

“That’s the water equivalent to four 
Greenlands of ice,” said Catherine 
Walker from NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Center in Greenbelt, Maryland.

Source: BBC

NEWS IN BRIEF

Ocean Cleanup steams 
out to sea to begin mop 
up of plastics in ‘Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch’
Amid a flotilla of boats, drones and helicopters, 
the Ocean Cleanup machine, a system of lengthy 
drifting trash traps, was slowly was towed through 
San Francisco Bay beneath the Golden Gate Bridge 
and out to the open ocean Saturday afternoon.

The 2,000-foot long system was pulled by a large 
ship, bobbing in a bay full of sailboats, ferries and a 
few kayakers.

The hope is that the vessel, the first of a planned 
fleet or 60 or more, can strain out the millions of 
pounds of plastic trash that collects in slow-moving 
ocean whirlpools called gyres, which can be 
hundreds of miles across. 

The ungainly watercraft starts out as a long line 
of linked floating booms – 2,000 feet of them – 
towed out from the dockyard where it’s been built 
in Alameda, across the bay from San Francisco. 
It motors under the Golden Gate Bridge and out 
to a testing area about 275 miles off the coast of 
California. 

Once in place, the Ocean Cleanup, dubbed System 
001,  is deployed. The passive system’s floating 
series of connected booms naturally form into a 
broad U-shape. Below the booms, a 9-foot skirt 
gently corrals the plastic trash that contaminates 
our seas.

Currents and waves push rubbish into the machine’s 
center to collect it. Floating particles are captured 
by the net while the push of water against the 
net propels fish and other marine life under and 
beyond.

Many people in the marine biology and 
oceanographic world worry that it could keep 
the public from focusing on the real problem – 
stopping the seemingly endless flow of rubbish into 
the oceans in the first place.

New Analysis 
Says 
Indigenous 
Peoples 
Living in 
Intact Forests 
Are Key to 
Climate Fight
 
Recently released maps show at 
least 35 percent of intact forest 
landscapes are managed by 
Indigenous Peoples.

Forests can provide at least 30 
percent of the mitigation action 
needed by 2050 to keep global 
warming below 2°C and avoid 
catastrophic climate change.

2°C target is unlikely to be met 
without conserving remaining 
intact forest landscapes, the least 
degraded forest ecosystems that 
have remained free from significant 
recent industrial activity.

24 percent of all forests globally are 
considered intact forests, but a tenth 
were lost between 2010 and 2017.

Source: Wildlife Conservation 
Society (WCS)

Brighter 
Future for 
Little Terns
Little Terns are one of our 
smallest and rarest seabirds. In 
Wales there is only one colony 
of of them at Gronant. The site is 
now managed by Denbighshire 
County Council.

Across the UK, Little Terns 
have declined by 18% between 
2000-2015. Reasons for this 
include extreme weather 
predation disturbance and food 
shortages. Gronant is one of the 
few sites where numbers have 
been increasing. 160 pairs bred 
last year, 10% of the total UK 
population. 

I was lucky enough to fulfil a 
long-held ambition to work as 
a voluntary warden there for a 
complete season a few years ago. 
Putting up of fences, preventing 
of predation from gulls, foxes and 
kestrels.

Thanks to EU Life+ and the 
Nature Little Terns Recovery 
Project the RSPB is hoping to 
improve understanding of the little 
terns that breed here.

Source: RSPB/Y Barcud - 
Autumn 2018
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eXXpedition Round the World 2019-2021 is an all-female sailing voyage and scientific research 
mission. eXXpedition crews will cover over 38,000 nautical miles starting and ending in the UK. Its 
crews will investigate problems with plastics and toxics in our ocean in four of the five oceanic gyres 
and the arctic. 

Sharing a passion to protect our oceans, 300 women will go to sea as hands-on crew and experience 
first-hand the challenges the world faces from single-use plastics. They will also contribute to cutting-
edge scientific research.

Crews will be made up of a multidisciplinary, international group of 300 women split over 30 voyage 
legs and will include scientists, artists, filmmakers, teachers, doctors and sustainability experts. Crews 
will be from diverse backgrounds, ages and experiences. 

eXXpedition Round the World aims to be at the forefront of science on ocean plastics by collecting 
data and samples for influential global studies. This work will help to fill gaps in data, engaging 
female ocean ambassadors in scientific research and citizen science initiatives along with finding 
innovative new ways to communicate the results to a broader audience.

For our Round the World voyages, eXXpedition will be partnering with internationally-recognised 
ocean plastic experts, Professor Richard Thompson at the University of Plymouth, taking the lead 
on the sea-based science programme and Dr Jenna Jambeck at the University of Georgia will be 
focused on land-based impacts.

eXXpedition Round the World will enable crews to reach more people, and collaborate with 
local organisations and communities. The impacts on local communities will be measured using a 
Circularity Assessment Protocol, developed at the University of Georgia, which looks at everything 
from waste washed up on coastlines to plastics in community shops.

On land, the multidisciplinary crews on eXXpedition voyages are encouraged to collaborate and 
take part in workshops to expand their knowledge and focus on where their skills can be applied to 
the plastic problem. They have already contributed to over 500 events worldwide from talks and film 
screenings. 

Emily Penn is co-founder and Director of eXXpedition. She has spent the last eight years leading 
global expeditions – taking everyday individuals to the most remote parts of the planet, to connect 
with the challenges facing our ocean, primarily focusing on ocean plastics.

http://exxpedition.com

North Pacific Gyre eXXpedition team 
photograph: © LARK RISE PICTURES

eXXpedition 
Round the World
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