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elcome to issue 29!
This edition of Nature Matters has an especially wide range of news items, press releases and 
features on wildlife and environmental matters.

I was particularly interested in the RSPB/NERC funded study on House Sparrows, particularly 
as I had them nesting in the roof of my garage this summer for the first time ever. They were 
such lively and entertaining characters!

The cover story in this issue is by Colin Shawyer. Thanks to him for the excellent photographs 
and piece on Barn Owl conservation ('Old Hushwing' on pages 4 - 7).

The news about the govenment U-turn on fracking on page 14 is excellent. The guarantee of 
a permanent ban is now sought.

As ever, your feedback is very welcome. You can get in touch via the website, by email and 
on Twitter (see below).

Mike Armitage
Editor

Mike
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COVER STORY 

Old Hushwing
It all began with what was originally intended as a written report but which tuned out to be a book, The Barn Owl in the British 
Isles, its Past Present and Future. The book forwarded by Sir David Attenborough and launched by the late Gerald Durrell in 1987 
at the Country Landowners’ Association in London, detailed the findings of the four-year Barn Owl Survey of Britain and Ireland. 

By the mid 1980’s farmers, landowners and other country people had been expressing concern about the disappearance of 
barn owls from their lands, a bird once so familiar to them and their forebears.  It was, therefore, of little surprise that the survey 
recorded a population decline of 70%  from over 12,000 breeding pairs in 1932 when the late George Blaker, a student at Eton 
published his first national survey of this bird, to just 4,000 pairs, following the results of my survey in 1985.  

So often research publications of this type sit on shelves gathering dust. Determined that this would not be the fate of my 
survey I founded the Barn Owl Conservation Network (BOCN) project in 1988 to take forward the conservation and research 
recommendations in this book.
 
It was clear that the very close partnership developed with farmers and landowners during the survey and their long recognised 
affection for ‘old hushwing’ would be crucial to the success of this ambitious conservation initiative. The reduction of vole-
rich rough-grassland foraging habitats and in particular, the country-wide fragmentation of these important habitats, was 
now recognised as the primary cause of the barn owl’s diminishing numbers and County teams were mobilised as part of the 
BOCN project to reverse this serious state of affairs. For a highly sedentary bird, therefore, the creation of new habitat and re-
establishment of habitat connectivity farm to farm and county to county, drove much of the BOCN’s early conservation work 
between 1988 and 2000
. 
The long association between barn owls, farmers and country people goes back generations. The name barn owl, previously 
referred to as the ‘scritch owl’, first appeared in English literature in 1678.  However, it was not until the middle of the 18th Century 
that the name ‘barn owl’ became more firmly adopted. This was the time when fields were being enclosed by hedgerows, the 
centres of woodland cleared to produce shaws, and barns and other farm buildings were built to store corn and provide shelter for 
cattle and the working horse.

Throughout much of the 18th and 19th Centuries the barn owl In Britain and Ireland was described as both widely distributed 
and numerous being encouraged onto farms by the provision of ‘owl windows’ built in the end walls of barns. These openings, 
sometimes ornate in design, were usually constructed high above aeration vents and dovecote openings and I have also seen 
semi-circular bee hives built beneath at ground level in the end walls of some of these barns. 

Whilst barn owls were seen by farmers as a useful predator of the rats and mice infesting their food ricks and corn barns, the 
elaborate appearance of many of these owl windows, often unique in design to the local builder, would suggest that barn owls 
were not only considered useful by farmers but were positively encouraged as a means of conferring well-being to the farm.  And, 
by the late 1800’s, Sir Edwin Lutyens, the celebrated architect of the time, began designing and constructing false chimney stacks 
into some of his large houses as nest chambers for barn owls. He even designed wooden doors in the sides of these stacks to 
allow access within, presumably to view any nesting owls and enable the unwanted nests of other bird, such as jackdaws, to be 
removed. 

The historic association between barn owls and people and the close partnership we formed with landowners as part of our 
conservation initiative, has enabled us to encourage and re-create areas of rough-grassland on many farms and estates throughout 
Britain.  Initially these habitats were established on less-productive parts of the farm but later, more extensively around the 

photograph: © COLIN SHAWYER
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boundaries of arable fields. These habitats along with those 
created along the banks of rivers and other watercourses, in 
partnership with the Environment Agency and Internal Drainage 
Boards together with the introduction of the Government’s Set-
aside schemes in the late 1980’s and the later agri-environment 
schemes, have been fundamental to the barn owl’s successful 
recovery in Britain.  

After the mid-1990’s when foraging habitats and connectivity of 
these habitats had increased barn owl numbers finally stabilised 
following 50 years of decline. Around this time the lack of nest 
sites was identified as the limiting factor for future population 
growth in this species. As a result the installation of nest boxes 
and owl towers then became a major conservation priority and by 
2010 the importance of these artificial nest sites, which were now 
providing 75% of the nesting sites used by barn owls in Britain, 
was well recognised
.  
As a consequence of the barn owl survey published in 1987, the 
founding of the BOCN a year later and the concerted efforts of 
barn owl conservationists over the last 30 years, a vast matrix 
of habitat corridors and artificial nest sites, linked farm to farm 
and county to county now criss-cross much of Britain. On this 
vast habitat network we have today been rewarded with barn owl 
numbers having increased from 4,000 in 1985 to 9,000-12,000 
breeding pairs and in some counties, barn owls now nest just 
1-2 km apart. Most of these nest sites are monitored annually 
under licence from the Countryside Agencies such as Natural 
England. At these nest sites both young and adult barn owls are 
ringed through the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) bird ringing 
scheme thereby aiding research and allowing conservation 
efforts to be optimised accordingly for this bird. 

In spite of the successes that have been achieved, complacency 
is not an option. Unlike other species, the barn owl’s survival 
remains almost entirely dependent on our continued research 
and conservation efforts, in particular, retention of the habitats 
which have been created over the last 30 years, the continued 
provision of new artificial nest sites and the renewal of those 
which eventually fall into disrepair.  

In 2010 I was delighted to receive the Global Owl Special 
Achievement Award for Excellence in the Science and 
Restoration of the Barn Owl in Britain and Ireland. This is an 
honour I share with my many friends and colleagues who have 
been so loyal to the BOCN’s endeavours during the last 31 years 
and without whose help the barn owl would undoubtedly remain 
a scarce species in Britain. 

Colin Shawyer  MUniv AUH CBiol FRSB FCIEEM
Barn Owl Conservation Network: Founder and Co-ordinator

photograph: © BOB SHEPPARD
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House Sparrow populations catch the flu
England’s House Sparrow population fell by 70% between 1977 and 2016, and this once ubiquitous species 
is now absent from many urban areas. New research involving the BTO has found evidence that malarial 
parasites may be linked to this species’ decline.

During a three-year study led by the ZSL Institute of Zoology, in collaboration with the RSPB and later BTO, almost 400 individual House 
Sparrows were colour-ringed to allow their survival to be tracked through the winter. Blood and faecal samples were also collected from each 
individual, which were then screened for parasites and bacteria. The birds trapped and tested all originated from private gardens across 11 
colonies scattered across London, where the House Sparrow population has fallen by 70% since 1995. Seven of these colonies had a negative 
population trend whilst four had a stable or increasing population.

The results showed that the parasite Plasmodium relictum, which causes avian malaria, was found in 74% of House Sparrows, the highest 
prevalence recorded in populations of wild birds in Northern Europe. It was also found that the intensity of the infection (the number of 
parasites per individual bird) of avian malaria was correlated with negative population trends, especially in juvenile sparrows. Survival 
analyses on individual House Sparrows showed that birds with higher infection of malaria, whether juveniles or adults, had a lower probability 
of surviving the winter than did individuals with less severe infections. It was therefore concluded that avian malaria was linked to population 
decline through reduced overwinter survival of juveniles.

It is unclear why avian malaria, which was likely native to the UK before the onset of the population decline of House Sparrows, may be 
affecting this species so significantly in London. House Sparrows are sedentary and BTO ringing data suggest that dispersal distances of this 
species have decreased from 1970 to 2010. It is possible that loss of habitat within cities might have led to isolated populations which are 
not very genetically diverse. This can result in a less-effective immune system and higher mortality, which, combined with low recruitment 
of new birds into the colonies, can lead to population decline. Whilst the underlying causes of House Sparrow declines remain unknown, 
and are likely due to a combination of factors, this study suggests that avian malaria may be implicated. Improved disease surveillance and 
continuing monitoring of the species at national level are essential for effective conservation management.

Parasites have the capacity to affect animal populations by modifying host survival, and it is increasingly recognized that infectious disease 
can negatively impact biodiversity. Populations of the house sparrow (Passer domesticus) have declined in many European towns and cities, 
but the causes of these declines remain unclear. We investigated associations between parasite infection and house sparrow demography 
across suburban London where sparrow abundance has declined by 71% since 1995. Plasmodium relictum infection was found at higher 
prevalences (averaging 74%) in suburban London house sparrows than previously recorded in any wild bird population in Northern Europe. 
Survival rates of juvenile and adult sparrows and population growth rate were negatively related to Plasmodium relictum infection intensity. 
Other parasites were much less prevalent and exhibited no relationship with sparrow survival and no negative relationship with population 
growth. Low rates of co-infection suggested sparrows were not immunocompromised. Findings indicate that P. relictum infection may be 
influencing house sparrow population dynamics in suburban areas. The demographic sensitivity of the house sparrow to P. relictum infection 
in London might reflect a recent increase in exposure to this parasite.

This study was funded by NERC and the RSPB. The authors thank the householders who permitted access to their gardens to count and 
sample House Sparrows.

Authors: Dadam, D., Robinson, R.A., Clements, A., Peach, W.J., Bennett, M., Rowcliffe, J.M. & Cunningham, A.A.

Journal: Royal Society Open Science Volume: 6 ( part 7 )

https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/pdf/10.1098/rsos.182197

ZSL/BTO/NERC/RSPB/RSOS

FEATURE

https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/pdf/10.1098/rsos.182197
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Sewage pollution returns to our coast and rivers

The gas masks returned as Surfers Against Sewage (SAS) campaigners braved gale force winds in Brighton to launch their 
new Water Quality Report. They reveal how much sewage each major water company is releasing into the coastal environment, 
putting profits before the health of people and planet.

During the ‘bathing season’ alone they tracked and issued alerts for 1,784 sewage pollution events along the UK coastline. 
This level of pollution is simply unacceptable and is putting our health and wellbeing at risk.

People should not face elevated risks of illness because of sewage pollution generated by wealthy water companies.

SAS is calling for:
- Year round real-time water quality data for all coastal and riverine areas used for recreation and wellbeing.
- A 75% reduction in sewage discharge into rivers and seas by 2030, with a complete cessation of effluent discharged into 
areas used for recreation.
- Water quality legislation and enforcement to be strengthened to maintain and improve water quality standards and to end 
sewage emissions around the UK.

https://www.sas.org.uk

What happens? 
 
With hunting season now upon us, terriermen will often be out early in the morning prior to a hunt meet, blocking up badger 
setts to stop the quarry – usually a fox – from escaping down the hole and ruining the chase.
 
If a fox does escape into a badger sett during the hunt, the terriermen will often dig it out in order for the chase to continue. 
Digging out is not only cruel, it’s illegal, as badger setts are protected by law (there is a separate act for Northern Ireland).
 
How can you help?
 
As part of our awareness campaign, we are urging you to be a badger champion. How you react when the worst happens 
can help us catch the individuals involved. 
Here’s how you can help.
 
If you see someone actively interfering with a badger sett:
 
+ call 999 and ask for police assistance
+ ensure you get a reference number for your call
+ report the incident here on our website using our online form:
https://www.league.org.uk/forms/animal-crimewatch-report
 
If you discover a badger sett that’s already blocked:
 
+ call the police on their non-emergency number  101
+ ensure you get a reference number for your call
+ report the incident here on our website using our online form
 
In all cases, keep yourself safe and do not approach or disturb the scene.

#stopbadgercrime

[I have spent half a lifetime recording setts and protecting badgers at a local level and have witnessed badger 
crime first-hand on a number of occasions, so I am eager to support this campaign by The League Against Cruel 
Sports and Badger Trust. Mike, Editor, Nature Matters]

https://www.sas.org.uk
https://www.league.org.uk/forms/animal-crimewatch-report  
https://www.league.org.uk/forms/animal-crimewatch-report  
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In a huge win for wildlife, Europe’s top court has upheld the strict protection that EU law offers to wolves and other species. This ruling should act as 
a wake-up call to all EU countries. Wolves play a crucial role in keeping our ecosystems healthy. All governments have an obligation to ensure their 
protection so that they can once again thrive in their natural habitats.

In 2015, the Finnish government issued permits to hunt seven endangered wolves arguing that it would help to reduce public fear and avoid illegal 
poaching, which would ultimately help conserve their population.

Wolves are a protected species in Finland after being driven to the brink of extinction by hunting, poaching and habitat loss. The EU Habitats Directive 
outlines the protection and conservation of rare and endangered species, including the common wolf, and requires Member States to establish strict 
protections to stop the capture and killing of these species in the wild. In exceptional circumstances Member States are allowed to overrule this 
requirement.

The case, brought by the Association for Nature Conservation (ANC) Tapiola in 2017, aims to annul permits granted by the Finnish Environment Agency.

ClientEarth lawyer Anna Heslop said: “We welcome the decision today from the Court. The ruling has reiterated the strict conditions laid out in EU law 
and clarifies that only in the most exceptional cases can the protection given to these important animals be overridden.

“We believe that those circumstances are unlikely to apply to hunting in all but extremely rare occasions.”

The case will return to the Supreme Administrative Court of Finland for a final judgement but the guidance offered by the ruling makes it clear there are 
some serious questions about the reasoning and evidence put forward by the Finnish government.

Anna added: “The Finnish court will have to think very carefully about whether the strict tests set out by the Court of Justice in this case have been met.”

This ruling is a key milestone in the protection of endangered Finnish wolves and other rare European species. It has set a precedent for not only the 
protection of wolves, but also other vital species such as bears, lynx, bats and snails and should act as a wake-up call to all EU countries. Wolves play 
a crucial role in keeping our ecosystems healthy. All governments have an obligation to ensure their protection so that they can once again thrive in 
their natural habitats.”

https://www.clientearth.org

Wolves 
protected 
by milestone 
ruling for EU 
wildlife

The Environment Bill: another missed opportunity 
for clean air
The Government has released its long-awaited Environment Bill to tackle the UK’s biggest environmental 
challenges. Since the Environment Bill was first announced in December 2018, we’ve been pressuring the 
government to create stricter legislation on clean air and reduce the UK’s level of air pollution. As it stands, 
today’s bill is another missed opportunity for people’s right to breathe clean air.

Recent data on UK air pollution shows that 83% of reporting zones in the UK have air pollution levels that breach the UK’s legal limits. These limits 
are also at least two times higher than guidelines set by the World Health Organization.

Air pollution can have serious negative health impacts for children, older people and those with existing health problems. Estimates show air 
pollution causes the equivalent of 40,000 early deaths every year in the UK.

The UK’s air pollution problem isn’t going unnoticed. Our recent YouGov survey revealed almost two thirds of the British public think that the UK 
government should introduce legally binding air pollution targets that match the WHO guidelines. The UK Environment Bill has outlined legal targets 
for air pollution but they fail to show leadership.

Katie Nield, clean air lawyer for ClientEarth, explains: “The government’s commitment to set a new air quality target is far from ground-breaking. To 
show real ambition to protect people’s health, the Bill needs to include a legally binding commitment to meet World Health Organization guideline 
levels by 2030 at the latest – which it has not done. The evidence is clear so it’s deeply concerning that the government has failed to do this.”

“It is also worrying that the rules for what it must do to deliver this new target are much weaker than those in existing clean air laws. Currently, 
where pollution targets are missed ministers are required to do everything they can to achieve legal limits in the shortest time possible. These 
requirements are conspicuous by their absence in today’s Bill, which instead risks us going backwards.”

“We have been breathing harmful levels of pollution for too long now and as it stands this Bill is another missed opportunity for people’s right to 
breathe clean air.”

ClientEarth are part of a growing coalition of leading health, transport and environment organisations and we will continue to call on the UK 
government to introduce stricter clean air laws in the Environment Bill, including:

- stricter legal limits to meet WHO guideline levels for particulate matter by 2030
- a new ‘clean air duty’ that requires all public bodies to actively play their part in delivering solutions to tackle air pollution
- the right to clean air enshrined into domestic law
- more ambitious targets will require the government to speed up progress on clean air – with road transport an immediate priority. 
- a national network of Clean Air Zones that charge the most polluting vehicles to enter the most polluted parts of towns and cities.

https://www.clientearth.org

https://www.clientearth.org
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Fracking halted 
in government 
U-turn
Environmentalists and community activists 
have been thrilled to hear that the government 
will halt fracking in England immediately.

Ministers have also stated that the government 
will not support future shale gas projects.

The decision will end many years of protesting 
by environmental groups and local communities 
against this controversial extraction process.

The government’s decision was taken after a 
new scientific study warned it was not possible 
to rule out “unacceptable” consequences for 
those living near fracking sites.

The report, undertaken by the Oil and Gas 
Authority (OGA), also warned it was not possible 
to predict the magnitude of earthquakes 
fracking might trigger.

Fracking, also known as hydraulic fracturing, 
involves pumping water, chemicals and sand 
underground at high pressure to fracture shale 
rock and release trapped oil and gas.

The government said it would not agree to any 
future fracking “until compelling new evidence 
is provided” that proves fracking could be 
safe. The UK’s only active fracking site at 
Preston New Road in Lancashire was brought 
to an immediate halt this summer after fracking 
triggered multiple earth tremors that breached 
the government’s earthquake limits.

NEWS IN BRIEF

£300,000 Boost for Lake Vyrnwy
RSPB Cymru, in partnership with Hafren Dyfrdwy, has received initial support 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund for the Lake Vyrnwy Experience project, 
which will benefit the community, visitors and wildlife at Lake Vyrnwy.

Development funding of just under £300k has been awarded to help RSPB 
Cymru and Hafren Dyfrdwy progress our plans to apply for a full grant later 
in 2020. Made possible by National Lottery players, the project aims to make 
Lake Vyrnwy - already home to some of the rarest wildlife in the UK, including 
hen harriers, black grouse and merlins - an even better home for wildlife, by 
supporting greater conservation work to protect the rare upland bog and 
Lake Vyrnwy's ancient woodland.

The project will also allow us to improve visitor facilities, meaning an even 
better experience for all who choose to visit Lake Vyrnwy. The project will 
see the redevelopment of Bethel Chapel and restoration work to attractions 
around the lake, such as the sculpture park, picnic areas and walking trails.

We look forward to bringing you regular updates on this exciting 
development. Meanwhile, explore the reserve at 

Find out more at rspb.org.uk/lakevyrnwy

£2.5 million for the Living Levels
The Gwent Levels in south-east Wales is a unique landscape, rich in wildlife 
and history. This stretch of land is marked by a labyrinth of ditches and 
"reens", which provide a home to an array of wildlife, including lapwings, 
water voles and the shrill carder bee.

Thanks to further generosity from the Heritage Lottery Fund, the Living Levels 
Landscape Partnership recently received a £2.5m grant. This will be a big 
boost to the work of conserving this natural heritage, as well as reconnecting 
the land to the people living there.

The Gwent Levels has been a hive of activity since, with nature enthusiasts, 
families and keen archaeologists flocking there to learn more about this 
fascinating area. Things are looking busy for the coming months, too. A new 
restoration project will work to enhance the orchards and meadows of the 
Levels, creating ideal habitats for pollinators. There will also be plenty of 
opportunity to volunteer and take part in events including everything from 
bee surveys to ancient history.

Find out more at livinglevels.org.uk

Sea turtles or condominiums?
Along the south coast of Penang Island in the Malacca Strait, Malaysia’s rapid urbanization can still seem quite far away. Rare Oliver Ridley 
turtles migrate thousands of kilometers across the Indian Ocean to lay their eggs along 15 kilometers of pristine beaches. Dolphins play in 
the waves. Local families practice artisanal fishing in the rich shallows between Penang and the coral reefs of Pulau Kendi.

All this could soon be destroyed by a major land reclamation: investors want to create three artificial islands with more than 1,800 hectares 
(4,500 acres) for a condominium project! The sand mining and construction work for the resort would wipe out a marine biodiversity hotspot 
and destroy the livelihoods of local people, who have not been consulted.

45 Malaysian organisations are working to stop the project, and they need international backing. Rainforest Rescue are asking readers to 
sign their petition to the Malaysian prime minister and speak out against this madness:

Find out more at rainforest-rescue.org/petitions/1180/save-malaysias-sea-turtles

NEWS IN BRIEF

http:// rspb.org.uk/lakevyrnwy
http://livinglevels.org.uk
http://rainforest-rescue.org/petitions/1180/save-malaysias-sea-turtles
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Time to stop 
pesticides 
wiping out 
our wildlife
Our food system is killing wildlife. The past few decades have 
seen a catastrophic decline in farming’s natural life support 
systems – the bees and bugs, soil and rivers – but each loss 
has taken a generation to notice. And despite growing scientific 
evidence, many native species are still in sharp decline. 

As a child of the 70s I have vivid memories of feeding the regular 
hedgehog visitors to our back garden and, next to the swings, 
our “butterfly bush” literally swarming with different species. 
I learnt every type of wild bird whilst helping out on my Dad’s 
allotment, scores of them. These were things I took for granted. 
Whether you lived in the town or the country as a child, it’s pretty 
impossible not to notice the decline in our wildlife. It’s heart-
breaking.

We know what toxic neonicotinoid pesticides have done, and 
are still doing, to bees and other pollinators. But it doesn’t just 
stop there. Research in 2018 confirmed hedgehog numbers in UK 
countryside have plummeted by more than half since 2000 and 
“the use of pesticides which reduce the amount of prey available” 
are partly to blame. Pesticide use is out of control and the threat 
to wildlife and nature is severe. But there is a unique chance, right 
now, to change this and you can make it happen.

Worrying new evidence shows bees still under threat 
Despite a partial ban on neonics in place in the UK since 2013, 
a new study has just found almost a quarter of British honey 
samples are still contaminated, and alarming further new research 
shows common fungicides are linked to steep bumblebee 
declines.

Human health risk of even low doses of pesticides
The chronic effects on people eating food contaminated with 
toxic chemicals remains scandalously under-researched.  

Scientists at a recent public health conference raised worries 
about the impacts of even very low doses, stating “there is no 
safe dose” of pesticides.
Yet there has been a dramatic increase in the number of 
different chemicals applied to three common UK crops. Clearly 
there is strong cause for concern, especially for children, and 
for farm workers and countryside residents at direct risk from 
spraying.
Now is the time to act to save bees and other wildlife
It was more than 20 years after Rachel Carson’s ‘Silent Spring’ 
that the UK banned DDT.  Since then, history has repeated itself 
many times. Banning single pesticides in isolation can mean 
alternative chemicals quickly take their place – often equally 
damaging or worse.

Georgina McLeod
Director of Communications, Soil Association

Plastics from 
Avocado pits
A company based in Morelia, Mexico, is making sustainable, 
biodegradable plastic out of agro-industrial waste, Forbes reports.

Called BIOFASE, the business uses avocado pits to create cutlery 
and straws containing 70 percent biomass content. The products 
are extra strong, suitable for hot and cold food, and according 
to the brand, are the first to be made from fully renewable and 
sustainable sources.

Mexico produces 300,000 pounds of avocados, or roughly 50 
percent of the world’s supply. “Avocado seeds pile up in Mexico 
like nowhere else in the world, and most end up being burned at 
landfill sites,” NowScience explains. BIOFASE uses 15 tonnes of 
avocado seeds a day to tap into the global market for bioplastic 
which is set to be worth $5.8 billion by 2021, according to 
Bioplastics News.

The avocado-derived plastic technology began being developed 
in 2012 by Scott Mungía, who was studying chemical engineering 
at the time and looking for ways to combat plastic pollution. He 
tested the properties of raw materials like mango and the seeds of 
mamey sapote, a creamy and sweet fruit native to Mexico.

Find out more at livekindly.co/you-can-make-plastic-out-of-
avocado-pits/

NEWS IN BRIEF NEWS IN BRIEF

Marine Stewardship 
Council doubles funding 
to safeguard our oceans
The world’s leading sustainable seafood ecolabel, the MSC, has increased its Ocean 
Stewardship Fund to close to £2 million by redirecting a proportion of funds from the 
sale of products with the blue fish label into research and projects aimed at ending 
overfishing.
With world leaders convening this week in Oslo for Our Oceans 2019, the Marine 
Stewardship Council (MSC) is increasing its commitment to global action to end 
overfishing. Its Ocean Stewardship Fund, announced at last year’s Our Oceans 
summit, will receive an additional 5% of annual royalties earned from the sale of MSC 
labelled products. This ongoing commitment increases the Fund’s value by around 
£950,000 per year in addition to the £1 million seed funding announced in 2018. 

The Fund is now open to applications for research and work that will accelerate and 
maintain progress in sustainable fishing around the world, particularly in the Global 
South.

The MSC’s Chief Executive, Rupert Howes, said: “Healthy oceans are essential to 
the environment, economies and communities. We’ve seen incredible progress in 
sustainable fishing, particularly in the Northern hemisphere. Yet the rate of overfishing 
continues to increase at an alarming rate, particularly in the Global South.   

“We urgently need to accelerate action and drive change at scale. The MSC 
is committed to doing more to empower scientists, fisheries, businesses and 
governments in a collective effort to safeguard oceans and seafood supplies. That’s 
why we’re going beyond the commitments made last year. Funds from the sale of 
every product sold with the blue MSC label will now go directly into projects and 
research to safeguard oceans for future generations.”

Taking action on overfishing is one of the key topics on the agenda for Our Ocean 
2019. In 2018 the United Nations estimated that a third of the world’s fish stocks 
have now been exploited beyond sustainable limits – up from a tenth in 1974.

The fund is open for applications to support fisheries that are either on their journey 
to become sustainable or maintaining their sustainable practices. The fund will also 
be available for innovative scientific research to help improve sustainable fishing 
practices. Applications to the Fund must be submitted by 15 December 2019. 
Committed to the cause
The Ocean Stewardship Fund is part of the MSC’s wider commitment to engage 
fisheries responsible for 20% of the world’s wild caught seafood in the MSC program 
by the end of 2020 and 30% by 2030 in line with the UN’s Sustainable Development 
Goal 14 (SDG14), Life Below Water.

Find out more at https://www.msc.org/uk

Operation 
Wader - please 
support this 
urgent appeal
Breeding waders are in peril. 
There is a risk that Oystercatcher, 
Lapwing, Curlew, and other 
much-loved waders may one 
day disappear from the UK as 
breeding species if more isn’t 
done to save them. 

The BTO is launching Operation 
Wader to tackle this urgent issue. 

A promising start has been made 
to address the population declines 
of these birds, but so much more 
needs to be done. If you'd like 
breeding waders to thrive once 
more, please support our new 
Operation Wader appeal.

https://www.bto.org/how-you-can-help/
help-fund-our-work/appeals/wader-
appeal

http://livekindly.co/you-can-make-plastic-out-of-avocado-pits/ 
http://livekindly.co/you-can-make-plastic-out-of-avocado-pits/ 
https://www.msc.org/uk
https://www.bto.org/how-you-can-help/help-fund-our-work/appeals/wader-appeal
https://www.bto.org/how-you-can-help/help-fund-our-work/appeals/wader-appeal
https://www.bto.org/how-you-can-help/help-fund-our-work/appeals/wader-appeal
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NATIONAL TREE WEEK
23 November to 1 December 2019

COP25 CLIMATE SUMMIT
MADRID, SPAIN
2-13 December 2019

BIG GARDEN BIRDWATCH
25 - 27 January 2020

National Tree Week is the UK's largest annual tree celebration, 
marking the start of the winter tree planting season.

Trees do so much for us. They give us oxygen, store carbon, 
improve air quality, conserve water, preserve soil, support wildlife 
and are a key solution to climate change. But trees need our help 
now. We need to champion them, by planting many more trees and 
caring for the ones we already have, to ensure a green, tree-filled 
future.

National Tree Week is an opportunity for everyone to plant a tree 
and help ensure a tree-filled future. So dig out your sturdy boots, 
grab a spade and become a Tree Champion!

https://www.treecouncil.org.uk/Take-Part/national-tree-week

The UN has confirmed that Madrid will host the COP25 climate 
summit, after Chile cancelled their option to host the event in 
early December following weeks of violent protests based on 
civil unrest.

Chile’s president Sebastián Piñera announced that the Government 
had taken a “very difficult decision” in abandoning plans to host the 
Summit.

Just 24 hours after the decision was made, UN Climate Change 
Executive Secretary Patricia Espinosa confirmed that Spain had 
made a "generous" offer to host COP25 in Madrid over the same 
period.

Preparations are underway forJanuary's Big Garden Birdwatch.
.
Find out more at https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/
activities/birdwatch/#Gj6UUvL73oO77sTd.99

Satellite-tagged eagle racks up expensive phone bill
A tagged Steppe Eagle left Russian conservationists with a hefty bill when its GPS tracker began transmitting multiple messages from 
Iran.

The researchers were following the movements of the species through a satellite tag, which sent text messages back to Russia with 
the birds' geolocation. Two eagles spent the summer outside of a mobile coverage area in Kazakhstan, though one flew back to Russia 
where it triggered one million text messages at just 2 rubles (€0.03) a message.

The other eagle, called Min, flew to Iran, where it sent text messages with all its summer locations at 49 rubles (€0.69) a message, according 
to a Telegram post by Russian ornithologist Elena Schneider, who is a member of the Russian Raptor Research and Conservation Network.

The conservationists had to crowdfund to raise money after the messages almost drained their budget. Igor Karyakin wrote on Facebook that 
they lacked funding to continue their work, and earlier this month called for donors to sponsor the birds.

But Karyakin said on Friday that they had "closed the hole" in their budget thanks to contributions, which had reached more than 100,000 
rubles (£1,210). "We will receive the scientific information on the movements of birds in the same amount as before, without loss," Karyakin 
wrote on Facebook.

"People continue to send money, therefore there is a hope that we will be able to maintain paying for eagle sim cards," he added.

My thanks to Birdguides.com for the above piece.

EVENTS TAILPIECE

https://www.treecouncil.org.uk/Take-Part/national-tree-week
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/#Gj6UUvL73oO77sTd.99
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/#Gj6UUvL73oO77sTd.99
http://Birdguides.com


nature Matters

http://www.naturematters.org.uk

